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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on “Faith Brings Blessings,” was delivered by 
Elder Abraham H. Cannon at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Friday, April 6, 1894 :— 

I sincerely trust that the wish expressed by President Woodruff con- 
cerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon those who speak to the 
people may be fully realized throughout this entire Conference. In stand- 
ing before you I desire to receive and impart such instruction as the Lord 
may desire to make me the instrument of bringing forth. I rejoice in the 
testimony of the Gospel which the Lord has given me; and though I feel 
my own imperfections and weaknesses every day that I live, yet I hope, 
through the faith and the power which God shall give me, to bring myself 
in time under complete subjection to the mind and will of God. 

lam greatly pleased in traveling among the people to find how richly 
God is blessing them, especially in spiritual matters. The remark is some- 
times made that there is less faith among the people than formerly, that 
we see fewer manifestations of the power of God, and that the Saints are 
drifting gradually away from the old love which inspired their hearts and 
brought them into such close communion with the Lord our God. There 
are doubtless many cases of this kind—too many, considering the day in 
which we live and the momentous events which lie before the people; but 
I am pleased to note and to bear my testimony this day that the vast 
majority of the Latter-day Saints are striving to live their religion, and 
that they are in possession of the Holy Spirit of God; that they enjoy 
also the gifts of the Gospel. These gifts do not always come into such 
prominence as was the case in the early days of the Church, when almost 
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every instance of the manifestation of the power of God was recorded; 
but I believe they are none the less numerous. I believe that the sick 
are healed by the power of God. I believe and know that the dead have 
been raised to life. I know that the gifts of tongues and interpretation 
of tongues are experienced by the people. I know that the gift of pro- 
phecy is heard frequently among the people, and sometimes from those 
from whose mouths prophecy is least expected. I know that in the con- 
ferences of the people there is the power of God manifested to a remark- 
able degree. The reason that some fail to experience the power which 
God has poured out upon the people is because they prefer to look upon 
the dark side of the picture, and do not see the glorious Gospel which 
God has bestowed upon us, His children. But while I testify to these 
things being in existence among the people, I realize that there is still 
much room for improvement. I realize that never before has there been 
80 great an effort made by the adversary of our souls to lead away the 
Church of God, to deceive the people, and to lead them into darkness, as 
in the present day. On almost every hand, we hear, “Lo! here is Christ ;” 
and even among the Latter-day Saints there have men arisen who testify 
that Christ has come, that He is living among the people, and they point 
out some personage whom they profess to recognize as the Savior of the 
world again come to visit the earth. These, my brethren and sisters, are 
the deceptions of Satan; and if you will live near unto the Lord, you may 
instantly discern the evil spirits which are abroad among the children of 
men; you may detect them when they come to you with their false doc- 
trines and lying statements. If you live faithful unto the covenants 
which you have made, you will know by the testimony of the Spirit within 
you that when Christ comes you will know Him. There will be no need 
for any man to say to you that Christ has come again to earth; but by the 
_ knowledge which God shall impart unto you, by the sight of your own 
eyes and the hearing of your own ears, you shall be able to testify that 
the Savior has again come to earth, clothed with power and immortality, 
and bringing with Him the holy men and angels who exist with Him 
in the eternal worlds; and if you are faithful, you shall be caught up 
to receive from Him the blessings which your acts upon earth have 
merited. 

I realize that there is indifference to some extent among the Latter-day 
Saints. I have thought sometimes that they have felt it was not neces- 
sary for them to seek an individual testimony of the truth of this work. 
They have satisfied themselves with the knowledge which their parents 
possessed of the divinity of the Gospel and the prophetic power which 
God conferred upon Joseph Smith. They are willing to listen to the 
counsels of the authorities of the Church and accept the theories which are 
advanced concerning our religion; but they do not seem disposed, for 
some reason, to seek for a practical and an undying testimony of the truth 
of this Gospel, without which no man or woman is sure of eternal life. 
They doubtless attend meetings because in this day it is fashionable to 
attend church; it is fashionable to study theology and to read the Scrip- 
tures; not seeking therein the inspiration which the Scriptures contain, 
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but reading them because it is considered an excellent literary work. In 
this spirit many of the young people read it. They read the works of 
the Church because of the historical information therein to be obtained. 
But they do not dig down to the root of things, to gain for themselves a 
testimony of the truth. The result is, we find a great many young men 
who go forth to the nations of the earth as missionaries without the testi- 
mony of the Gospel in their hearts. Time and time again have young 
men told me, when they have been set apart for their missionary labors, 
that they firmly believed that this was the work of God, and they could 
go forth to the people telling them of what they believed, but as for the 
knowledge of which they have heard their seniors testify, this had not 
come to them. They have acknowledged their neglect in not seeking it 
as earnestly as they should. They have gone on missions, and these same 
young men, I believe, without a single exception, laboring with earnest- 
ness and zeal in the fields to which they have been appointed, have not 
been left long without the testimony of the truth; and when they have 
returned there is not one of them whose words I have listened to but has 
testified that he knew for himself that the Gospel was true, that God had 
spoken from the heavens, and that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. 
It is well that they receive it even under these circumstances; but better 
far would it be if they could receive the testimony of the truth in their 
childhood, that it might grow with their stature and increase with their 
intelligence, that it might become within them a living fire, which no 
amount of opposition or sophistry could quench. And this testimony is 
within the reach of every one. God has said that none who seek Him 
shall be turned away unsatisfied. Sometimes the testimony does not 
come in the way that we have desired. We do not receive the outward 
manifestations which we have been led to expect. But it is not the out- 
ward appearances, it is not the healing of the sick, nor the hearing of 
tongues, that gives a man or woman the greatest strength in the work of 
God; for those who have seen angels, whose eyes have not been closed 
to the glories of eternity, and to whom it has seemed impossible for 
God to forbid even anything which they asked—they have turned away 
from the truth, lost the testimony of the Spirit, and again gone into dark- 
ness. Better by far for us to possess is the still small voice of the Spirit 
—the inward feeling which is experienced in every fibre of our organiza- 
tion, which tingles in our veins, which reaches the extremities of our 
bodies, and tells our whole being that this is the work of God. This testi- 
mony it is possible for each to obtain and to retain by a constant observ- 
ance of the requirements of the Gospel of the Son of God. I have heard 
men relate that they have prayed to see angels, and they have seen angels 
through their repeated importunities before God. Those same men to-day 
are outside of the Church. I have known men who have testified that 
they have seen the dead raised unto life; but the same men to-day are 
outside of the Church. I have known men to testify that they have 
spoken in tongues, and that they have prophesied; they are to-day out- 
side of the Church. I know men and women who have not seen or heard 
any of these things that were remarkable, but have had a testimony of the 
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Spirit, and they are still in the Church, firm, to all appearances, as these 
everlasting hills that surround us. Their feet are grounded upon the rock 
of revelation, and they never seek the Lord in prayer but they receive an 
answer, when they ask for those things which are for their good. 

It is fashionable in the world now to ridicule men for praying to God. 
Infidels make light of the petitions which are sent unto the throne of 
grace. God always gives to those who seek Him in prayer the things that 
will be for their good. What would you parents do if your child should cry 
that he might have in his hands a live coal? Would it be wisdom in you, 
to place in his hands that which would burn him? Would it be wisdom in 
you, because your child cries for some poisonous substance, to permit it to 
partake of it? No; you would be unwise to do so, though he would plead 
with you to receive that which his childish and foolish desires might 
prompt. Instead of giving it a live coal, or some poison, you would seek 
to give it something that would satisfy it and would be for its good. So 
it is with our Eternal Father. We pray to Him sometimes for those 
things which would bring about our destruction, if granted unto us. With 
our limited vision we cannot grasp the result of such giving; but God, 
who knows the end from the beginning, and who overrules all things for 
good, understands what would result from our receiving the desires of our 
hearts, and He turns aside from us those things which we seek and which 
we fail to receive, and gives to us that which will be for our good. Take 
your own experience, brethren and sisters, in this and you will be able to 
see that God has operated with ‘you, if you have been faithful, in your 
whole career through life. You have asked Him for blessings; they have 
seemed necessary to your welfare and to your success; you have not re- 
ceived them; your faith perhaps has been weakened at the time, because 
these things were forbidden you; but allow the time to pass, and in after 
years, looking back upon your experience, you see frequently wherein the 
reception of these things for which you prayed so earnestly would have 
been to your great injury here upon the earth and in eternity. 

Sometimes in your pleadings with God for your sick you see that they 
do not realize the healing power of the Spirit of God. Your faith is exer- 
cised; you pray earnestly to the Lord, and He seems at times to be near 
unto you; you call in the Elders; they are led in a certain way, and they 
promise life unto the one who is afflicted; yet you see this same sick one 
fail and die. How does this happen? The faith of men is tried in this 
respect. Is it because God does not hear prayer that your sick are not 
healed? Is it because He has turned a deaf ear to our entreaties that He 
takes away from us those we love? No, it is not. It is for some divine 
lesson He desires to impress upon our minds that He permits these things 
to occur—sometimes perhaps to try our faith and see if we will be true to 
Him under all circumstances. In administering to your sick you some- 
times see that they recover for a short time under your administration, 
and time and time again the administration of the Elders and the faith 
they exercise seem to give life to the one afflicted; and yet after repeated 
trials and the repeated exercise of faith, we are sometimes led by the 
Spirit to pray to the Lord that He would rather take the afflicted one 
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from us than that he should be continued in his suffering, and that we 
should continue to hold on to him by the exercise of faith. 

It is proper for us to feel this way. It is right for us in our prayers to 
God not to set up our wills and our desires in opposition to Him; but 
when we have expressed to Him, with all the faith which we are capable 
of exercising, our desires, either concerning our friends or ourselves, then 
it is the duty of every Latter-day Saint to say as the Savior said when He 
prayed that the cup might pass by Him: “Not my will, but thine, be 
done ;” and even though afflictions come, the Lord will pour out upon us 
of His Holy Spirit, so that we may submissively yield to His righteous 
will and reap the blessings which even sorrow and trouble bring upon us. 
Better far to do this than by our faith—as I believe has been the case 
among the Latter-day Saints—rescue the sick from death, and yet see 
these same children who have been saved by our faith suffer something 
that is worse than death; for some children who have apparently been 
snatched from the grave by the faith exercised by the servants of God 
and their parents, have in time lost the faith, and have brought sorrow and 
affliction to the family to which they belong. There are things in this life 
far worse than death. There are sins which burden our hearts with grief 
far worse than to follow to their last resting place the bodies of our loved 
ones. It is better by far that we take to the tomb our loved ones and 
bury them in their purity and holiness than that by our faith and our 
constant wrestling with God we save them from temporal death and con- 
sign them to an eternal punishment. 

I testify to you my brethren and sisters, that the Lord is a God who is 
near unto us. He hears and answers prayer, and He gives to His children 
who serve Him faithfully the blessings which are for their temporal as well 
as their eternal prosperity and happiness. I would admonish the young 
people to seek Him while Heis near. There are troubles coming upon the 
earth which are to try the souls of men, and those who lean upon the testi- 
mony of others are leaning upon a broken reed, and at a future day they 
will find themselves without the support of those whose testimony is now so 
strong to them. It is necessary, in order to secure eternal life, that every 
man and every woman should have within himself and herself the un- 
quenchable testimony of the Spirit of God, and then whatever comes will 
only serve to strengthen our faith in Him, and will only chasten us to 
receive in greater measure the outpouring of the Spirit of God upon us. 
Amen. 


MRS. CATHERINE SMITH SALISBURY TALKS. 


Tue following is from the Carthage, Ills., Republican of May 16, and will 
be of more than passing interest to the Latter-day Saints, as it relates to 
the only surviving sister of the Prophet Joseph Smith and to incidents 
which are deeply impressed in the history of the“Mormon” people:— 

A representative of the Republican recently paid a visit to the home of 
Fred Salisbury, residing some four miles northeast of Fountain Green, 
and was cordially received by that gentleman and his family, as well as by 
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his venerable and noted mother, Mrs. Catherine Salisbury, who is a sister 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith. On the 27th day of June next will mark 
the fiftieth anniversary of the massacre of Hyrum and Joseph Smith in 
the old stone jail at Carthage. The silver-crowned patriarch who will be 
88 years old in July, bears a striking resemblance to her nephew, the 
present Joseph Smith, son of the Prophet, and president of the [Reorgan- 
ized] Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, at Lamoni, Ia. Some 
resemblance to the martyred Prophet, as shown in some of the photographs 
of him, may be noted in the features of this venerable lady, but very little. 

Mrs. Salisbury, as well as her son, was ready to answer any questions 
relating to their noted relatives or the early reminiscences of Mormonism 
in Hancock County. 

“We have been interviewed by authors and newspaper writers,” said 
Mrs. Salisbury, “but we have not always received justice in histories or 
published stories. All we ask is a fair representation.” 

Mrs. Salisbury also stated that her brother’s life and acts had been most 
cruelly misrepresented. She loaned the writer a book written a number of 
years ago by Mrs. Lucy Smith, mother of Joseph, which she says is the 
most authentic account of the Smith family ever published. 

Mrs. Salisbury resided with her husband at Plymouth, in this county, 
during the Mormon ascendancy. She with her parents and brothers and 
sisters, save Joseph and Hyrum, first located near the present site of Bar- 
‘dolph, McDonough County, at the time the Mormons were driven out of 
Missouri. The major portion of the Mormons remained in Quincy two or 
three weeks after leaving Missouri untill Joseph and Hyrum were liber- 
ated from jail. They then followed their leaders to Nauvoo, where the 
“New Zion” was built upon these beautiful hills. 

“T heard Brother Joseph’s last sermon, delivered to a great audience in 
Nauvoo,” said Mrs. Salisbury, and a look of tender sadness lighted up 
those dimming eyes as she spoke. “In that sermon,” continued the 
venerable lady, “Brother Joseph said that thére was seated on the 
speaker’s stand beside him those who were conspiring to take his life, 
and who would be responsible for his death.” 

Among the valuable relics exhibited to the visitor was a portrait of 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, standing facing each other, dressed in the pecu- 
liar costumes worn by them as Prophets of the Church. “That is the 
position they assumed the last time I ever saw my brothers,” said Mrs. 
Salisbury. “I left them on the Saturday (June 22, 1844,) before the 
Thursday that they were murdered at Carthage. Brother Joseph shook 
my hand saying, ‘Sister Catherine as soon as this trouble blows over I 
will come down to Plymouth and make you a visit.’ Brother Hyrum 
simply said, ‘Good-bye’ in an impressive manner. [ never saw them 
again in life. They were both very kind to me and whenever there was 
a Church celebration or any big doings at Nauvoo they would always 
send for me.” 

Mr. Fred Salisbury had no hesitation in saying that the bodies of Joseph 
and Hyrum Smith, while buried secretly and at night soon after the mas- 
sacre, lie in the exact spot where they where then buried, viz: in the 
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family burying ground a short distance in the rear of the old mansion 
house. The bodies were deposited in a brick vault. “When Aunt Emma 
Smith,—Joseph’s widow, later Mrs. C. L. Bidamon—died in 1875, I think, 
five of us boys, Fred, Solomon, Don, and Alvin Salisbury, and Don Milikin, 
all her nephews, acted as pall-bearers at her funeral. We buried Aunt 
Emma by the side of the Prophet. Of course there can be nothing left of 
the bodies of Joseph and Hyrum but dust. I am satisfied that the Pro- 
phets were buried there, and that their bodies have never been disturbed.” 

“The reason why the burial was secret,” said Mrs. Salisbury, “was from 
the fact that a large sum of money was offered for the head of Joseph. It 
was thought best at the time to have the burial private, and both bodies 
were placed in a brick vault to prevent their being stolen.” 

No fair-minded person could receive any other impression from conver- 
sation with Mrs. Salisbury than one of sincerity. There can be little 
doubt that the Mormons have received very much unjust criticism, and it 
is hoped that in some future time a history of the coming, the sojurn and 
the passing of these people to and from Hancock County may be truth- 
fully and impartially written. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Russian papers are unanimous in expressing the opinion that, whatever may be 
the result of the conflict between China and Japan, Russia cannot permit any interference 
on the part of Great Britain or any other power tending in any way to endanger her 
political and commercial interests in the far East. 

The town of Kazan, Bulgaria, has been nearly destroyed by fire. The flames 
raged for thirty-six hours, and destroyed all the public buildings and three-parts of the 
town. Up to the present time 130 bodies have been recovered from the debris. The 
Government have sent tents and provisions for the homeless people, together with 50,000 
francs in money. 


A cyclone on August 12 did great damage at Herencia, in the province of Ciudad-Real, 
Spain. All the crops were destroyed; the loss is estimated at three million pounds. — The 
storm was accompanied by a fierce shower of hail, the hailstones being of 
size and causing injuries to some two hundred persons. Several thousand head of cattle 
and other animals were killed. The river Amarguilla overflowed its banks, devastating a 
vast extent of arable land, including many fields and vineyards. 


In the south of France there is a serious plague of locusts, such as is usually only 
experienced in Algeria and elsewhere in Africa. In consequence a very remarkable acci- 
dent occurred the other day to a train running between Loudun and Chatellerault. All of 
a sudden the engine plunged into a dense mass of the insects which had gotten on the line. 
They completely clogged up the machinery and brought the train to standstill. A party 
of laborers had to be sent to the spot to clear the line before the train could be started 
again, and a delay of two hours was thus caused. 


The following description is given of the small island of Ustica, whither the Italian 
Government is now sending the more dangerous of the many anarchists recently arrested 
in Italy: ‘‘ Ustica, a rocky islet, about four hours’ sail from Palermo, Sicily, has a popu- 
lation at present of about 570 anarchists and a few officials. By far the greater number 
of the anarchists simply idle the time away, absolutely declining to work, and are quite 
content to live on the 70 centimes a day allowed them by the Government. The indus- 
trious portion of the prisoners numbers about 140, of whom about seventy are engaged in 
agricultural labor and the remainder occupy themselves as tailors, shoemakers, &c.” 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 1894. 


Is DEATH TO BE DREADED? 


THE question “What is death?” has often been asked, and many answers 
or solutions have been offered. The Christians believe in a resurrection 
that shall restore to man the life he has lost here in death. Most of the 
heathen nations believe in some future life after death. Whatever may 
be the belief regarding a future existence, none will gainsay the fact that 
all must die. Death is a change that all must undergo. 

What is the power that binds the body and spirit together, and by 
what law does the spirit take its departure? Why is it that a spirit often 
leaves, from apparently the slightest cause, a strong and robust body, 
while it as often clings to another tabernacle so bent and broken, so 
bruised and worn that we see in it no resemblance to what it once was? 
Reflection will bring us to the conclusion that there is a mysterious some- 
thing which is the great, moving cause in this the strangest of all phen- 
omena in life—decay and death. It may not come within the province 
of man’s knowledge to understand the laws by which this is governed, or, 
in plainer words, to know the cause of death, but we may learn something 
of its purpose and the results that it will bring to humanity; also, such a 
knowledge may aid us in looking upon death with different feelings from 
those that are generally entertained. 

What should be the feelings of a Latter-day Saint regarding death 
viewed in the light of revealed truth? It should be viewed as a step 
further in the glorious march of progression, a degree nearer to our God, 
a third estate that will still further purify and elevate us. In the light of 
& vision let us for a moment view the history of man’s existence. 

In the spirit world the sons and daughters of God dwelt in the presence 
of their Father. They rejoiced in His presence, they delighted in His 
glory and were made partakers of His power. Man had with him even 
there his own free agency and he could serve God or he could disobey 
Him. He who served Him enjoyed His smiles and approbation. Had his 
knowledge of the future been as limited as is our present knowledge of 
the coming life, man would undoubtedly have been content to remain in 
the association of those he loved and revered in the spirit world. Had 
such desires been gratified the existence he then enjoyed would have con- 
tinued throughout eternity without the possibility of progression. But 
God had a greater destiny in store for him. The earth was created and 
made habitable, and the spirit of man was sent down upon it to take a 
tabernacle. Had he not been able to see a portion of the future at least 
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he would probably have come reluctantly. But we are told by Job that 
when the corner-stone and the foundations of the earth were laid the 
morning stars sang together and the sons of God shouted for joy. From 
this we may conclude that the future was to some extent revealed to the 
spirit of man in his pre-existent state and that therefore he took up his 
abode on earth with joy and thanksgiving, knowing that the trials and 
difficulties on earth would give him an experience that would fit him for 
the position he was expected to occupy in the coming ages of eternity. 
After reaching the earth and taking up the tabernacle prepared for him, 
a veil was cast over the past. His previous existence was forgotten, thus 
giving him the opportunity of cultivating that one principle which governs 
the universe and is even the secret of God’s power—faith. He spends his 
allotted time on earth, finishing the work in this school and is finally 
called to enter another school. If he has learned something of his glori- 
ous destiny in the future he leaves with joy. If he has learned nothing of 
the future, or has no hope for something better, he leaves the world with 
reluctance, perhaps with dread. 

His first coming to earth wasachange. It was a separation from the 
relatives and friends he had in the spirit world, and they doubtless felt it 
keenly, for hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years might elapse before they 


should be permitted to meet again; yet there could have been no sorrow — 


attending this separation, for they all knew that it was for the glorifica- 
tion of the spirit who was then leavingthem. They rather looked forward 
with satisfaction to the day when they should be permitted to come and 
pass through this school. Just as much as that change from one exist- 
ence to another meant separation, so death, being but a change from this 
earthly existence to another existence in the spirit, brings separation. 
There was a separation from friends at the time of birth, there will be a 
separation of friends at the time of death, or at the time of the departure 
of the spirit from the body it had entered a few years previously. 

Why should we look with dread upon death if this be the correct reason- 
ing? If we have a knowledge of the future—and revelation has given us 
that—why should we sorrow? There can be but two causes for our sorrow 
—one, the knowledge that the life of our beloved dead has not been one 
of righteousness; the other, the loss of his or her companionship. The 
latter is a matter of but a few years, which, when compared with eternity, 
does not form as great a portion of time as do to our daily lives the few 
hours each day during which the husband is absent at his work, or the 
child at school, or the wife or mother in visiting relatives. This cause for 
sorrow should therefore be of little moment. The former is really the 
only reason that should cause sorrow. 

This is the true light in which we should look upondeath. On the other 
hand, we should not become possessed of a morbid longing for release 
from this life as that would unfit us for the duties of life and would deprive 
our lives of that very usefulness that would crown death with glory. An 
illustration may make this still plainer: A missionary who labors diligently 
in the performance of his duties knows that when the work is completed a 
release will come. When it does come and he can return to his dear ones he 
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hails it with joy, and not with sorrow, nor dread. The missionary who, 
knowing that a release after finished work brings joy, looks forward to it 
during his missionary life with such longing that it unfits him for his 
labors, finds rio actual joy in his release when it comes, for it is accompanied 
by the sting that he knows within himself that he does not deserve it, that 
he has not completed his work, and that he has been a sluggard. We 
should look upon death in the same light. Labor diligently so that when 
the release does come we shall have nothing to regret, and the release will 
be welcome. 

“The sting of death is sin,” says Paul. Thisis very plain. A sinful life 
dreads death because after it comes the judgment. A righteous life hails 
death with joy as it has nothing to fear, but looks forward to a state of 
happiness in which death loses all its terrors. A misspent life dreads 
death because it is not prepared for the duties and labors of another life. 
A well spent life sees in death the reward of all toil and suffering and feels 
able to cope with greater difficulties, able to learn the greater lessons of 
eternity. What is there then to dread in death? Nothing. The life that 
has gone before it is the only thing that can cause dread in death. As we 
fear the flash of lightning and not the thunder, so we should fear the life 
we have lead and not the death that follows. There is sweet rest in death, 
for even with all the greater labors that may be assigned to us we are 
then on the road to immortality, and are nearing a reunion in which there 
shall be no parting. J. V. B. 


ELDER JAMES KinGsBuRY has recently returned home from a mission to 
the Friendly Islands. The return trip was made to Apia, Samoa, on an 
island coasting steamer, and from there on the Monowai, which had on 
board some missionaries returning from New Zealand and eight Maori 
Saints. The latter were Hiringi Whanga, a Maori chief of influence who 
received the Gospel, and his wife and sister-in-law and five children. The 
party was detained ten days in San Francisco by the strike. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder John L. Fackrell has been released 
from his labors in the Cheltenham Conference and has been appointed to 
labor in the Scottish Conference. 


LONDON CONFERENCE Notick.—The London Conference will be held at 
36 Penton Street, Islington, London, Sunday, September 16, 1894. Meet- 
ings will be held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


THE Manchester Conference convened in the commodious Co-operative 
Hall, Broughton Road, Pendleton, Sunday, August 5, 1894. There were 
present: Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Thomas 
E. Taylor and Jno. V. Bluth, of the Liverpool Office; A. S. Farnworth, 
Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference; Robert Aveson, President of, 
and Thos. Gledhill, Andrew Wallwork, Miles A. Romney, Jos. Ogden, Isaac 
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Langton, Jno. MacDuff, A. Arrowsmith, Wm. A. Taylor, Wm. Jno. Lee and 
Jno. W. Crook, Traveling Elders in, the Manchester Conference. 

During the morning session a number of the Elders spoke, admonishing 
the Saints to perform the duties incumbent upon all true believers in the 
Gospel of Christ and bearing faithful testimonies to the divinity of the 
message which they were called to bear. 

In the afternoon, Apostle A. H. Lund addressed the congregation, choos- 
ing for his text the parable of the sower. In the evening he spoke very 
convincingly on the divinity of the Book of Mormon and proved conclu- 
sively the necessity of continuous revelation. 

Between the afternoon and evening meetings, a priesthood meeting was 
held, in which many valuable instructions were imparted unto the Elders 
by President Lund. 

The utterances of the speakers were attended with a good spirit, and at 
the close of the conference each one felt to say “This has indeed been a 
day well spent.” 

The statistical report and the report of the labors of the Elders for the 
past six months ending July 30, are as follows: Seventies 12; Elders 25; 
Priests 9; Teachers 5; Deacons 6; members 165; total officers and members 
222. Tracts distributed 5,490; books distributed 107; houses visited 2,328 ; 


Gospel conversations 820; out-door meetings 14; in-door meetings 329; © 


Sunday schools 64. Baptisms 12; children blessed 7 ; ordinations 5 ; deaths 3. 
M. A. Romney, Clerk of Conference. 


THE LAKE OF GENEZARETH. 


Tuts lovely lake, also called the Lake of Galilee or the Lake of Tiberias, 
is tairteen miles long and about half as wide. It is one of the most 
charming, cheerful spots in the Holy Land. The resplendent mirror of 
its deep-blue waters peers forth from between the mountains, and is 
therefore called by the Orientals, who delight in figures of speech: The 
eye of the land. Fruitful fields border it on the south and on the north, 
while hills and mountains of beautiful forms enclose it on the east and on 
the west. From their steep and picturesque canons gush forth swift-run- 
ning brooks which empty into the basin of the Sea of Galilee. At times 
heavy gales and tornadoes sweep suddenly over its placid waters and with 
the power of the Swiss Féhn lash them into fury; generally, however, they 
quickly quiet down to their former, peaceful tranquility. 

The Sea of Galilee has an abundance of excellent fish; its waters are 
pure, cold and sweet, and its bottom and beaches are sandy. The climate 
and the soil of the surrounding country favor the cultivation of the most 
delicious tropical fruits, such as dates, lemons, pomegranates, grapes, and 
melons as well as indigo and every kind of grain. If the inhabitants had 
a little more enterprise, this deep mountain basin would be like a hot-house 
in which the choice productions of Egypt and even of Arabia could be 
grown. Dense growths of trees and brush alternated with grainfields on 
the north-western shore. The oleander trees spread a sea of rose-colored 
bloom over hill and vale, vieing in beauty with the blush of morning. 
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From the leafy-bowers were heard the melodies of the blue-finches and the 
nightingales, and from the rocky caverns of Magdala sounded the notes of 
the wild doves which fly about in flocks of hundreds. 

The fruitful valley by this pretty lake was once thronged with infinite 
multitudes of people, bustling and busy, in various occupations. Prosper- 
ous cities and enterprising towns like Capernaum, Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
Magdala, and Tiberias with their charming gardens, fields, and orchards 
which at every season of the year brought forth delicious fruits, formed a 
lovely mosaic encircling the lake like the costly setting of a precious jewel. 
Nearly twelve hundred fisherman found here their support; two hundred 
and fifty ships, engaged in fishing and freighting and in carrying travelers 
and excursionists, sailed ovtr the glassy surface in every direction, making 
the lake the common thoroughfare and rendezvous for all the surrounding 
cities and villages. 

This was the serene scene of action on which were witnessed many of the 
the wondrous works of Jesus. Hedweltin Capernaum. With His penetra- 
ting mind which could read the hearts of men He chose here out of that stir- 
ring, bustling multitude some of His ablest Apostles. Here and in all the 
environs of this coast this sublime Fisher-of-men cast His net indefatig- 
ably. His gracious mien won all hearts; and His words of wisdom and 
miraculous power were heard, in the schools and in the houses, upon the 
blooming mountain sides and on the ship’s deck, beside the bed of afflic- 
tion and among the frightful ravines inhabited by the possessed. Now 
mourns the charming landscape like a widow. No trace can now be found 
of Capernaum, which was exalted to heaven, nor of Chorazin and Beth- 
saida. The forests and the vineyards have disappeared from the hills, and 
only here and there can be seen an isolated palm, fig or olive tree. The 
odoriferous balsam tree that formerly flourished round the sandy, pebbly 
shores of the lake grows there no more, and instead of those hundreds of 
ships a solitary boat, with its white sail, is seen making its way across the 
surface of the lake to bring back from the eastern shore wood and fuel for 
Tiberias. 


— 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JOHN LYMAN SMITH. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 542.] 

In February, 1846, my father and family loaded our three wagons, and 
crossed the Mississippi River on the 9th and 10th. We camped with 
others on the bank. During the night a fire broke out in the roof of the 
Temple, but it was extinguished before much damage wasdone. My father 
and my brother Geo. A. Smith, left a comfortable home with twenty-four 
rooms, well finished and furnished, unsold; with barn, stable, carriage 
house, yard, etc., all well finished, and started for the West in search of 
some location where we might worship God and live in peace. 

The weather was cold and stormy; the people were gathering on Sugar 
Creek, a few miles from the river, and waiting for the weather to moderate 
and for the organization of our company totravel. Although my individual 
journal contains the daily details of camp, and the general movements, 
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reiterating our days of snow, rain, mud and hard work to make roads, 
bridge streams, and doubling teams with weak ones at that, and camping 
for days to put up log houses, etc., for the settlers through Iowa, for 
which we received corn and hay for our teams, and other provisions, 
it would be too voluminous, so perforce, I shall be content to mention only 
a few items en route. 

The spring of 1846 was cold and the grass grew slowly. Our teams im- 
proved as the grass did. In April, at one of the forks of Grand River, a 
large farm was surveyed and fenced, where such as were unable to travel 
were located for the present. This was called “Garden Grove.” A bridge 
was also built over Grand River. It was finished by the 30th of April, 
1846. Samuel Bent was placed to preside at this place. 

At a place called Pisgah (said to be 90 miles from Council Bluffs) an- 
other farm was laid off, fenced, ploughed and much of it planted. Father 
William Huntington was called to preside at this place. A bridge also 
was built over this fork of Grand River. 

On the 20th of June, 1846, we reached Council Bluffs, which according 
to our reckoning was 327 miles from Nauvoo; 200 miles of this through a 
wild country; making our own roads and bridges. In July, 1846, the 
Mormon Battalion was enlisted from the various camps of the Saints and 


started for Fort Leavenworth, on the Missouri River under the command - 


of Colonel Allen, by counsel of the Presidency. This left much to do for 
the few men left, and we united and helped each other to move from 
camp to camp by doubling teams and going a few miles at a time. The 
carpenters were building a flat-boat with which to ferry our wagons across 
the Missouri River. This boat had cost the camp over $300 up to that 
time. 

On the 25th of July, a fearful thunder storm and hurricane passed over 
the camp, scarcely leaving a tent standing. Wagons were blown forty or 
fifty yards down the hill, and left with the tongue driven three or four 
feet into the bank. Nearly every thing in camp had become thoroughly 
drenched ; stock was scattered and lost, and many head were never seen 
afterwards by their owners. 

August 5, 1846, we commenced crossing the river and moving out to a 
big spring on the prairie. We continued going back and forth until we 
had gotten our family together and formed into line at what was called 
Cutler’s Park. On the 13th Apostle Parley P. Pratt arrived, bringing 
letters from the Battalion. President Brigham Young and council decided 
that the people were to locate in that vicinity for the winter. On the 
27th word was received of the sudden death of Colonel Allen, in command 
of the Mormon Battalion. 

September 7, 1846, my father gave Colonel Thomas L. Kane a patriarchal 
blessing, and he started for his home in the East. This month we removed 
about three miles to a plat laid out by the Presidency, called Winter 
Quarters, and camped. We gathered logs, etc., for cabins. On the 27th, 
Squire D. H. Wells, from Nauvoo, brought word of the Nauvoo battle which 
lasted one hour and twenty minutes. It is reported that about 1,000 men 
of the Illinois mob fought about 100 men and boys of the Saints; when 
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the mob retreated they carried off several of their dead. Three of the 
brethren were killed. 

In October we built four log cabins. November and December were 
spent in building houses and taking care of one another’s property ; also 
in building a log council-house and sending teams to help in those that 
had been thrust out of Nauvoo. 

During the month of January, 1847, we sent two teams to St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and bought provisions. We also commenced getting ready for 
an early start in the spring. In February, our family teams made another 
trip for provisions. The camp had been afflicted with scurvy; for two 
weeks I was myself unable to cross the room or place my foot upon the 
floor. Several persons died from the scurvy, or black leg, in the camp. 
Many head of stock were lost, strayed or stolen. 

In April, at a council of the Presidency, it was decided to fit out and 
start a pioneer company for the West, all to follow as soon as practicable. 

My father received as a present from Colonel Thomas L. Kane a beauti- 
ful, hickory cane with the following engraved on a silver head: “To John 
Smith the Elder, by his friend Thos. L. Kane. Hickory of the Hermitage 
growth used by Genl. Jackson, from whom it was a gift.” Also a large 
record book. 

We loaded our wagons and having our certificates as to the amount of 
provisions (eighteen months’ supply) on the 9th of June we bade farewell 
to Winter Quarters and rode up the hill four miles and camped for the 
night. June 11, at noon, we reached the place of rendezvous on the Elk 
Horn River and formed into line. On the 16th we raised a pole fifty feet 
high with a white flag, as a token of peace. On the 18th, Alfred B. Lamb- 
son and Jacob Wetherby were shot at while carrying an express to Winter 
Quarters. Wetherby was wounded and died soon after. 

The camp was organized and we made a start as per program from Elk 
Horn River on the 22nd. We herded our stock, evenings, and corralled 
it with our wagons, and guarded it at nights. On July 1, doubling our 
teams, we crossed the Loup Fork of the Platte River. On the 5th we found 
a Pioneer postal :— 

“April 29, Camp of Pioneers. Grass short but plenty. Watch Indians. 
217 miles to Winter Quarters; watch the trees near our encampment.” 

This was our first news from the Pioneers since they left Winter Quar- 
ters. On the 8th two horses, evidently strays, were caught by Apostles P. 
P. Pratt and J. Taylor. We saw that day our first buffalo. We were now 
fairly on our way for the west. 

On the 9th of July, 1847—one month since leaving Winter Quarters, 
during seventeen days of which we did not move camp—we had covered 
262 miles. We often found notes on the route from the Pioneers giving 
dates, prospects, health of camp, etc. We followed their trail as much as 
possible, which was kept on the north side of the Platte River, while the 
travel east and west runs on the south side. 

On the 3lst we camped opposite Scott’s Bluff. Several of our hunters 
waded the river (about one mile wide) and climbed the hills; upon the 
top we found 50 mountain sheep or goats. We shottwo. The rest jumped 
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the cliff. Our brethren who went round the cliff said the instant they 
struck the ground they were off on the run. The leap made could not 
have been less than 75 or 100 feet. We found the meat of those we killed 
excellent. 

On the 5th of August we arrived opposite “Old Fort John,” built of sun- 
dried brick, on the north fork of Platte River. This was falling into decay, 
and was being replaced by what is now called Fort Laramie. A few 
United States troops were located here with Indian traders, mores 
squaws, etc. We here entered the Black Hills. 

At the north crossing of the Platte we found a good vein of sone coal, 
On the 30th of August we arrived at Independence Rock, and met some 
of the Pioneers, accompanied by some of the Mormon Battalion which had 
reached California and had been disbanded and returned to Salt Lake 
City. They were returning to Winter Quarters. They reported that 
President Young and the Pioneers reached Salt Lake City on the 24th 
of July, and located a camp and laid out a city. On the 2nd of September 
we crossed over the south pass of the Rocky Mountains. From there the 
water runs to the west. 

On the 4th we camped on the Sandy and met President Brigham Young 
and a company of returning Pioneers. A general council was held in my 
father’s tent, I being doorkeeper. Many items of instruction and counsel 
were given for the benefit of all. We enjoyed a visit with Brother George 
A., and all started on their respective routes, being refreshed and in good 
spirits. On the 7th we camped on Green River. We all feasted upon 
wild currants, which were in their prime. 

[To BE CONTINUED. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A consignment of militia supplies arrived in Salt Lake City from Jeffersonville, Indiana, 
and St. Louis, Missouri, August 16, consisting of uniforms, cannon, riflea, sabres, in fact 
general equipment. 

Ogden experienced a slight earthquake shock last month. The exchanges to hand say 
that but little damage was done though the walls in one of the best buildings in the town 
‘cracked like a pistol-shot.” 

The school census enumerators of Salt Lake have commenced their work. Under the 
census of last year the number of children of school-age was shown to be 11,294. The 
total this year will be considerably higher. 

A reception was tendered July 20 to Hiringi Whanga, the Maori Chief, and his party 
who recently arrived in Salt Lake City, from New Zealand. The hall was filled with 
elders who bad been on missions to New Zealand, and their families. 

Some time ago it was feared that the water of the Sevier River would be so low this 
summer that a great deal of grain would be lost, but it is as high as is usual at this season, 
and the prospects are that this will be an exceptionally good year for grain. 

The executive committee of the Utah Woman’s Silk Association has sent a petition to 
Delegate Rawlins, asking him to use his influence in securing for Utah one of the five silk 
experiment stations which it is proposed to establish in the United States. They have 
also sent a memorial to the House of Representatives asking for the same. 


